Adult led play during an arts and crafts session

Task: Adults play an important role during children’s play which helps to promote overall development. For an activity of your choice, write a detailed account of what the adult will do in the activity and how these actions would support the child’s development 
Guidance:
- Bearing in mind the role of an adult in both adult led play; planning, organising and leading and within adult initiated play; putting out resources and toys that prompt children to play in a certain way, choose an activity which would involve adults in these ways. Then, write a detailed account (no more than 1 A4 page) of how the adult helps to promote all areas of a child’s development
- You may want to research different resources / games / activities that adults can play with children to help you to identify an activity or you may want to invent your own activity. 
Success criteria:
- I have identified an activity / game where adults would be involved in promoting the different areas of development.
- I have described the role of an adult during this activity
- I have explained how the adult helps to promote each area of development during this activity

WAGOLL

Play can be adult led during arts and crafts sessions. An example of adult-led play during arts and crafts sessions with children is a guided project like creating a "Seasonal Collage." Here's how this activity can be structured:
Steps:
1. Introduction:
· The adult starts by explaining the project, describing what a collage is, and showing an example of a completed seasonal collage.
· Discuss the current season (spring, summer, autumn, or winter) and ask the children about typical elements associated with that season (e.g., leaves for autumn, flowers for spring).

2. Choosing the Base:
· Each child gets a piece of construction paper or poster board as the base for their collage.
· The adult asks the children to choose a color that represents the season they are creating.

3. Gathering Materials:
· The adult provides a variety of magazines, calendars, and printed pictures that the children can cut out images from.
· Encourage children to look for images that match the season, such as snowflakes for winter or flowers for spring.

4. Cutting and Arranging:
· The adult demonstrates how to safely use scissors to cut out images.
· Guide the children in arranging their cut-out images on the base paper without gluing them down immediately. Discuss composition and balance in the collage.

5. Gluing:
· Once the children are happy with their arrangement, the adult shows them how to apply glue to the back of each image and stick it onto the base.
· Assist children as needed to ensure the images are securely glued and the collage looks visually appealing.
6. Adding Details:
· Provide markers, crayons, or colored pencils for children to add personal touches to their collages, such as drawing additional elements or adding names and dates.
· Offer seasonal decorations like leaves, glitter, or stickers to enhance the collage. The adult can show examples of how to use these decorations effectively.

7. Sharing and Displaying:
· Once the collages are complete, the adult invites each child to share their work with the group, explaining why they chose certain images and what they like about their collage.
· Display the collages on a wall or bulletin board to create a seasonal art gallery.


How does the adult promote physical development in children during arts and crafts?
During arts and crafts sessions, adults promote physical development in children by encouraging fine motor skills through activities like cutting with scissors, drawing with markers, and manipulating craft materials such as clay or beads. They provide opportunities for children to strengthen hand muscles by squeezing glue bottles, pinching small objects, and using tools requiring precise movements. Adults also foster bilateral coordination by guiding tasks that involve using both hands simultaneously, such as cutting shapes or folding paper, and they enhance spatial awareness by encouraging children to arrange and organize materials on surfaces. Additionally, adults support sensory integration through the exploration of different textures and materials, facilitating a holistic approach to physical development while children engage in creative expression and skill-building.

How does the adult promote cognitive and intellectual development in children during arts and crafts?
During arts and crafts sessions, adults promote cognitive and intellectual development in children by encouraging problem-solving skills through activities that require planning and decision-making, such as choosing materials, following instructions, and solving design challenges. They stimulate creativity and imagination by allowing children to explore different art mediums, experiment with colors and textures, and make independent artistic choices. Adults support language development by discussing the process and outcomes of the craft, introducing new vocabulary related to materials and techniques, and encouraging children to describe their creations. Furthermore, adults foster critical thinking by asking open-ended questions, encouraging children to evaluate their work, and suggesting alternative approaches to artistic expression, thereby promoting cognitive flexibility and growth in reasoning skills through hands-on, engaging activities.

How does the adult promote communication and language development in children during arts and crafts?
Adults promote communication and language development during arts and crafts sessions with children by engaging in meaningful conversations about the materials, techniques, and creative choices involved in the activity. They encourage children to express their ideas, preferences, and feelings verbally, fostering vocabulary development related to art concepts like colors, shapes, and textures. Adults prompt children to ask questions, describe their process, and share their thoughts with peers, thereby enhancing their ability to communicate effectively and interact socially. By providing a supportive environment for verbal expression and active listening, adults help children build confidence in their communication skills while engaging in enjoyable and educational art experiences.

How does the adult promote social development in children during arts and crafts?
Adults promote social development during arts and crafts sessions with children by encouraging collaboration and teamwork through shared creative projects. They facilitate opportunities for children to work together, share materials, and discuss ideas, fostering cooperation and communication skills. Adults model positive social behaviors such as taking turns, listening to others' ideas, and offering help or encouragement, which helps children learn to respect others' perspectives and develop empathy. By organizing group activities and encouraging interactions, adults create a supportive environment where children can build friendships, learn to negotiate conflicts, and develop a sense of belonging and camaraderie within the group, promoting overall social development through engaging and creative art experiences.

How does the adult promote emotional development in children during arts and crafts?
Adults promote emotional development during arts and crafts sessions with children by creating a nurturing and supportive environment where children feel safe to explore their feelings and express themselves creatively. They validate children's emotions and encourage self-expression through art, allowing them to use colors, shapes, and materials to convey their inner thoughts and experiences. Adults provide positive reinforcement and constructive feedback, boosting children's self-esteem and confidence in their artistic abilities. They also teach coping strategies for managing frustration or disappointment when things don't go as planned, promoting resilience and emotional regulation. By fostering a sense of accomplishment and pride in their creations, adults help children develop a positive self-concept and a healthy emotional outlook, nurturing their overall emotional well-being through meaningful and therapeutic art experiences.


