
15 October- Y11 Shrewsbury trip
21 October- Y8 Trade Game
21 October - Sixth form University visit 
23 October- INSET (Staff only)
24 October - Sixth form Rewards Trip
26-30 October- Half Term
2 November- INSET (Staff only)
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What a wonderful start we have had to the autumn term at The King’s.

One of the real highlights was our Open Evening, when we welcomed prospective students and their families into
school. I was incredibly proud of our students, who gave up their time to help, guide visitors and talk so confidently
about their school. Our staff, as always, were welcoming, enthusiastic and passionate about what they do. The
atmosphere throughout the evening captured exactly what makes The King’s such a special community.

It has also been lovely to see so many students enjoying our rewards trips. Recognising students who consistently
make positive choices, work hard and contribute to school life is incredibly important to us. These opportunities are a
chance to celebrate those young people who live out our values of Aspire, Belong and Care every day.

We have also enjoyed welcoming younger pupils into The King’s for our Primary Days. Seeing our school full of excited
future secondary students is always a joy, and I am grateful to the staff and students who helped make their visits so
positive and memorable.

As we move further into autumn, we have also taken time to mark Harvest, reflecting on gratitude, generosity and our
responsibility to care for others. It is a particularly fitting message at this time of year and one that sits at the heart
of who we are as a Church of England school.

The autumn term is always busy, but it is also one of my favourite times of the school year. New beginnings gradually
become routines, relationships grow stronger and our school community settles into its rhythm. There is already so
much to celebrate, and I am incredibly proud of the way our students and staff have begun this academic year!



There is very limited space within our visitor car park and insufficient room for vehicles to turn
around safely, particularly at the beginning and end of the school day. Please do not drive down
Fourth Avenue to drop off or collect your child at the front of school.

The Leisure Centre has also asked that parents and carers do not use their car park for school
drop-off or collection. Once a vehicle turns down Fourth Avenue, drivers are effectively forced to
enter either the school visitor car park or the Leisure Centre car park, neither of which should be
used for this purpose.

We therefore ask parents and carers to use the lower car park on Fifth Avenue for drop-off and
collection. Alternatively, please park safely elsewhere, being considerate of local residents, and
allow your child to walk the short distance into or out of school.

If your child has a physical disability or Special Educational Need that means they need to be
dropped off or collected directly from school, you will need to apply to the school for a permit if
you haven’t done so already. Details of how to apply can be found on our school website. 

Drop off and Pick UpDrop off and Pick UpDrop off and Pick Up
InformationInformationInformation



Mrs Goldstraw - Head of Year 7 
JGoldstraw@thekingscofeacademy.org

Mr Barber - Head of Year 8
BBarber@thekingscofeacademy.org

Miss Stanyer - Head of Year 9
OStanyer@thekingscofeacademy.org

Miss Richardson - Maternity Cover Head of Year 9
LRichardson@thekingscofeacademy.org

Mrs Kirk - Head of Year 10
JKirk@thekingscofeacademy.org

Miss Stevens - Head of Year 11
EStevens@thekingscofeacademy.org

Mrs Finnemore - Head of Sixth Form
LFinnemore@thekingscofeacademy.org

For any further support requests or enquiries please contact the below and your
email will be forwarded to the appropriate contact.

enquiries@thekingscofeacademy.org

Heads of YearHeads of YearHeads of Year
Key ContactsKey ContactsKey Contacts



School SupportSchool Support    School Support  
Key ContactsKey ContactsKey Contacts

Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Z Holdcroft
zholdcroft@thekingscofeacademy.org

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs S Harrison

sharrison@thekingscofeacademy.org

Attendance & Welfare Officer
Mrs S Beswick-Pepper

sbeswick-pepper@thekingscofeacademy.org

Home School Support Worker
Mrs N Thorne

nthorne@thekingscofeacademy.org

General Enquiries
enquiries@thekingscofeacademy.org



Attendance TeamAttendance Team  Attendance Team AttendanceAttendanceAttendance
Mr Worthington

mworthington@thekingscofeacademy.org

Mrs Beswick-Pepper
sbeswick-

pepper@thekingscofeacademy.org

Mrs Thorne
nthorne@thekingscofeacademy.org
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Mrs BoonMrs BoonMrs Boon CurriculumCurriculumCurriculum



SafeguardingSafeguardingSafeguarding
Mrs. HoldcroftMrs. HoldcroftMrs. Holdcroft

Let’s HAF fun this half term!

The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme enables local
authorities in England to deliver inclusive, enriching activities including

a hot meal (where possible) over the school holidays. Eligible children
and young people can book one free session during October half term.
The Staffordshire HAF programme will run at various locations in local

areas starting from Monday 26 October until Friday 30 October
2026.

It is funded for children and young people aged 5 – 16 years who
receive targeted free school meals.

How do parents/carers book?
Parents and carers of eligible children will receive an email or letter

from Staffordshire County Council containing their child’s individual
HAF code and the number of sessions they are eligible for. For October

half term, this is one session lasting up to four hours.

Mental Health and Wellbeing Support

The NHS has recently introduced a new referral pathway
to support the mental health and wellbeing of children
and young people. We would also like to remind parents
and carers that additional support is available through

our school, including access to the School Nurse who is
in school weekly and the Mental Health Support Team

(MHST) who are available every Tuesday. If you have any
concerns about your child’s emotional wellbeing or
mental health and would like to discuss the support
available, please contact your child’s Head of Year, a
member of the Safeguarding Team, or our Care Plan
Lead, who will be happy to help and discuss the most

appropriate support options.



Mrs. SmithMrs. SmithMrs. Smith

SEND SupportSEND Support  SEND Support 

Register interest via:
enquiries@thekingscofeacademy.org



Christian DistinctivenessChristian DistinctivenessChristian Distinctiveness
Mrs KeayMrs KeayMrs Keay

Dear God,
Thank you for the harvest and the food we enjoy each day.

Thank you for the sunshine, rain and rich soil that help it grow, and for the hands
that work to bring it to our tables.

Help us to appreciate your gifts and remember those who face hunger or hardship.
Open our hearts to share generously, offer kindness and care for one another.
Teach us to protect your creation, waste less and recognise the difference our

small acts of care can make.
May our Harvest donations bring comfort and hope to people in our community,

reminding them that they are valued and loved.
Bless our school family and guide us to live with grateful hearts, putting our faith

into action each day.
Amen.



KS3 EnrichmentKS3 EnrichmentKS3 Enrichment
Whole SchoolWhole SchoolWhole School



KS4 EnrichmentKS4 EnrichmentKS4 Enrichment
Whole SchoolWhole SchoolWhole School



RSHERSHERSHE
Mrs DanksMrs DanksMrs Danks

Small notes. Big impact.
We’re celebrating NSPCC Kindness Week at The King’s with our Kindness Post

Box, located outside 2.5! 
Students can write a kind message to someone in our school community,

whether it’s a thank you, a compliment or a few words of encouragement.
Add the recipient’s full name and year group, then pop it in the box ready for

delivery. You don’t have to include your own name.
Kindness notes are available from form tutors, Mrs Danks or the post box.

Students are also welcome to make their own cards and slips to be
delivered! 

Parents and carers, we’d love you to join in too! Why not help your child
create a thoughtful message, or write your own thank you to a member of

our school community and send it in with your child?
A small message can make a big difference. Let’s spread some kindness! 💚



Home-School LinksHome-School LinksHome-School Links
Mrs ThorneMrs ThorneMrs Thorne

As a parent of a teenage daughter,  I know much time children can spend on their
phones .

Social media and the internet can be a scary place! here are a few tips on how to
keep your child safe 

SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA   SOCIAL MEDIA 
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SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA   SOCIAL MEDIA 



EnglishEnglishEnglish
Mrs PerryMrs PerryMrs Perry

In preparation for their final year, Year 11 have begun their final play

study, Macbeth, alongside completing their Spoken Language assessment.

We have had topics ranging from the educational benefits of Minecraft to

the notion of perfection!

Students are expected to have a comprehensive

understanding of the entire play, and be able to

link to key quotes, from memory? Flashcards &

audiobook versions are a great way to revise!



MathsMathsMaths
Mr PurleMr PurleMr Purle

For parents and carers who have
ordered CGP revision guides, we are
now placing the order with CGP and

hope to distribute the guides to
pupils before the October half-term.

We have been really
impressed by the

positive start pupils
have made in Maths

since returning from the
summer break,

particularly the pride
they are taking in their
work. It has been lovely
to see their enthusiasm,

careful presentation
and willingness to

tackle new challenges.
We look forward to

seeing them build on this
promising start as they

continue to develop
their confidence and
mathematical skills
throughout the year.



ScienceScienceScience
Mrs WilsonMrs WilsonMrs Wilson

Key Stage 3 students are

 exploring insulation to prevent heat loss, 

focusing on conduction, convection, and

radiation. They test materials like wool and

foam for their insulating properties. Through

practical activities, they learn how insulation

works and its role in energy efficiency.

Reminder
for KS4
parents 

Reminder
for KS4
parents 

Revision
Guides are
available on
school shop

until 31 
October 

st 

Revision
Guides are
available on
school shop

until 31‌
October‌

st 

We are so proud of 
all of our
independent
learners!

We are so proud of 
all of our
independent
learners!



Computer ScienceComputer ScienceComputer Science
Mr AslamMr AslamMr Aslam

Our students attended the Digital Skills and AI Event at Molineux Stadium,
where they had the opportunity to develop their knowledge of AI, Microsoft

tools and LinkedIn, building valuable skills for further study and the
workplace.

They also met directly with employers from across the West Midlands to learn
about current vacancies, career pathways and the skills employers are looking

for. These conversations helped bring career opportunities to life and
encouraged students to think about their own interests and ambitions.

The event provided a supportive space to ask questions, explore real jobs and
consider their next steps. It was a valuable opportunity to build confidence,

broaden aspirations and prepare for the future.



Students have been developing their performance skills in
Drama, exploring how voice, movement and facial
expressions help bring characters to life. Through

improvisation and group activities, they have been sharing
ideas, creating scenes and building their confidence when

performing in front of others.

Students have also been practising teamwork, listening to
different perspectives and offering constructive feedback
to their peers. These activities help develop creativity and
communication skills while encouraging everyone to take

part and express themselves.

Miss RichardsonMiss RichardsonMiss Richardson



MusicMusicMusic
Mr AusterberryMr AusterberryMr Austerberry

KS3 are hard at work creating compositions; yr7 are creating graphic scores on a weather theme using
body percussion. Yr8 are writing music to accompany a scary story. Yr9 are starting to write music to

accompany a movie trailer.

KS4
Yr10 are starting to work on their musical knowledge and finding out what they need in order to be

prepared for their appraising part of the course (written exam)
yr11 are prepping compositions and performances and revisiting past musical knowledge.

A big reminder to join the school choir! offers wide-ranging benefits for mental, physical, and social well-
being, enhancing mood, cognitive function, and community connection

We will always welcome new pupils or pupils that stopped but want to rejoin!!



ArtArtArt
Miss PattinsonMiss PattinsonMiss Pattinson

Students have been applying their knowledge of colour, shade and tone to
develop their artwork. They have been exploring how light and dark create

depth and dimension, using shading techniques and carefully considered
colour choices to bring their ideas to life.

Through blending colours, building layers of tone and experimenting with
contrast, students have been learning how small changes can create

different effects. They have also been paying close attention to shape,
texture and detail, developing their observational skills alongside their

practical techniques.
Taking time to review and refine their work has encouraged students to make

thoughtful creative decisions, build confidence and take pride in their
progress.



HumanitiesHumanitiesHumanities
Humanities Out and About: Geography and History Field Trips

It has been a busy half-term for Humanities, with students taking their learning beyond the
classroom through a range of exciting Geography and History field trips.

Year 9 Geography students have been exploring carbon capture in our local area, carrying out
fieldwork linked to their current investigation. Students used a range of fieldwork techniques to

collect data and consider how land use connects to wider global issues, including the challenge of
climate change.

Year 10 Geography students travelled to Carding Mill Valley to complete fieldwork for their GCSE
River Investigation. They investigated how river characteristics change downstream, collecting

first-hand data to explore the processes shaping the river environment.
Meanwhile, Year 11 History students visited Quarry Bank Mill as part of their GCSE History studies. The

visit provided an opportunity to explore the significance of the site and consider the key historical
changes that took place there, bringing their classroom learning to life through first-hand

experience.
These experiences allow students to develop important fieldwork and historical enquiry skills while

seeing how the subjects they study connect to the world around them.
Look out for our next newsletter for more updates on our next out-of-class experiences!

Miss SharrockMiss SharrockMiss Sharrock



WellbeingWellbeingWellbeing
Miss KaminskasMiss KaminskasMiss Kaminskas

KS3 Physical Education

Basketball Club

KS3 students have made a fantastic start in PE, showing
enthusiasm and engagement across Practical ABCs,
Volleyball, Football, Korfball and Tag Rugby. They are

developing their skills, coordination and confidence, while
strengthening their teamwork and communication. It has

been great to see students applying their learning in
competitive situations, making thoughtful decisions and

demonstrating positive sportsmanship.

On Friday, Mr Kolita launched the first
basketball club of the year, with a

fantastic turnout from students across
all year groups. Students enjoyed

developing their skills, putting these
into practice in games while building

teamwork and confidence.
New participants are always welcome,

whether you are a beginner or an
experienced player. Join us every Friday
from 3:05–4:05pm in the sports hall!



Careers appointments have commenced again, giving students valuable
opportunities to discuss their interests, explore future pathways and

receive guidance on their next steps. We encourage students to make the
most of these appointments, ask questions and consider the options

available to them.

We have also been pleased to welcome staff from local colleges and
sixth forms to speak with Year 11 about life after GCSEs. These sessions

help students learn more about courses, entry requirements and
different routes into further education, training and employment,

supporting them to make informed and confident choices about their
future.

CareersCareersCareers
Mrs WrightMrs WrightMrs Wright



CareersCareersCareers
Mrs WrightMrs WrightMrs Wright

Local College and Sixth Form Open Events 2026/27
Open events are a great opportunity to explore courses, meet staff, view facilities and ask questions

about your next steps after Year 11.
Newcastle College (NSCG)

Thursday 8 October 2026: 5.30–8pm
Wednesday 11 November 2026: 5.30–8pm

Saturday 23 January 2027: 9am–12pm
Saturday 24 April 2027: 9am–12pm

Stoke-on-Trent College
Wednesday 14 October 2026: 5–8pm

Wednesday 18 November 2026: 5–8pm
Wednesday 10 February 2027: 5–8pm

Saturday 8 May 2027: 10am–1pm
City of Stoke-on-Trent Sixth Form College

Wednesday 7 October 2026: 5–7pm
Tuesday 17 November 2026: 5–7pm

Thursday 8 July 2027: 5–7pm
Reaseheath College

Saturday 17 October 2026
Saturday 28 November 2026
Saturday 30 January 2027
Saturday 20 March 2027
Saturday 24 April 2027
Saturday 12 June 2027

Start times: 9am or 10am. Please check your booking for details.
Cheshire College – South & West, Crewe Campus

Tuesday 6 October 2026: 5.30–8pm
Martec

Wednesday 21 October 2026: 3.30–6pm
Alsager Sixth Form

Thursday 8 October 2026: 5–7.30pm

The King’s Church of England Academy Sixth Form
Thursday 11 February 2027: time to be confirmed

Please check each provider’s website for booking requirements and any changes before attending.



2027 New Starters2027 New Starters2027 New Starters
Mrs GoldstrawMrs GoldstrawMrs Goldstraw

It was incredible to welcome so many prospective Year 6 students and their families to
The King’s for our Open Evening!

There was a wonderful sense of excitement throughout the evening, and we were
delighted to hear such positive feedback from families exploring our academy, meeting

our staff and students, and discovering what their next chapter could look like. 

Applications for September 2027 are open, with a deadline of 31 October 2026. We very
much hope to welcome your child into our academy community!

If you have any further questions, need support or would like to arrange a tour, please
contact us via our enquiries email. We will be happy to help.



And there we have it, the first attendance challenge for Free
Footwear Friday and Year 7 beat everyone! Huge congratulations to

them all with an attendance of 94.9%

A particular shout out to 7-DHI for having the best attendance in the
year group too - well done everyone!

Next week, 15  October 4pm until 6pm, is the Year 7 Settling in
Parents’ Evening, which provides parents/carers with the opportunity
to speak to their child’s form tutor about how the first half term has

gone

th

After October half term, Year 7 will be placed into sets based on their
English and Maths baselines. Timetables will be shared with students

before the half term break

Year 7Year 7Year 7
Mrs GoldstrawMrs GoldstrawMrs Goldstraw



Now five weeks into the term, Year 8 have settled into their routines, and there is
already so much to celebrate. It has been lovely to see pupils working hard,

contributing to lessons and showing kindness towards one another. Their efforts
and achievements deserve recognition, and we look forward to celebrating many

more successes as the term continues.

Attendance remains a key focus. Being in school every day helps pupils build their
confidence, maintain friendships and keep pace with their learning. Thank you to
parents and carers for supporting regular attendance and punctuality. If your
child is experiencing difficulties attending school, please contact us so we can

work together to offer support.

Year 8Year 8Year 8
Mr BarberMr BarberMr Barber



We are so proud of the hard work Year 9 pupils consistently
demonstrate in lessons. It has been wonderful to hear such positive

feedback from staff about their attitude, effort and work ethic.
The competition is on to win Free Footwear Friday! We know how

competitive Year 9 can be, so let’s work together and show fantastic
teamwork to secure that top spot.

Well done to the pupils who enjoyed the rewards trip to Alton Towers
last week. It was lovely to see so many Year 9 pupils recognised for

their efforts and achievements.
A big thank you to everyone who took part in last week’s litter pick.

Every contribution makes a difference and shows how much we care
for our school community.

Year 9Year 9Year 9
Miss StanyerMiss StanyerMiss Stanyer



I am incredibly proud of the students who have been sharing their revision
with me and attending the exam clinic. It is encouraging to see them putting
such positive effort into their studies already and taking responsibility for

their exam preparation.

I love celebrating our students’ hard work and talents. From beautiful singing
and well-deserved postcards recognising achievement to thoughtfully

created revision resources, there is so much to be proud of.

During form time, we have explored retrieval practice and how it can support
effective revision. Simply rereading notes is not enough: students need to

challenge themselves to recall information without looking, through quizzes,
practice questions or explaining what they know. Finding this challenging is a

valuable part of learning and helps strengthen their memory.

Parents and carers, please take a look through your child’s folders to see the
resources they have been gathering for their exams. Showing an interest,

celebrating their efforts and offering to test them on a topic can make a real
difference.

 

Year 10Year 10Year 10
Mrs KirkMrs KirkMrs Kirk



Year 11Year 11Year 11
Miss StevensMiss StevensMiss Stevens

139 
school days

Until Summer
exams!

67
school days

Until January
exams!

We were delighted to welcome former pupil Josh Farrall Jones back to
The King’s to share his journey since leaving school. Josh spoke about his
experiences and the powerful message that it is never too late to turn

things around.
His visit encouraged pupils to reflect on their choices, learn from
setbacks and recognise that positive changes today can open up

opportunities for the future. Thank you, Josh, for sharing your story and
reminding our young people that their past does not have to define their

next chapter.



Sixth FormSixth FormSixth Form
Mrs FinnemoreMrs FinnemoreMrs Finnemore

Last week, we were delighted to welcome representatives from the Department
for Education (DfE) to the Fifth on Fourth Bistro, where they met our Sixth Form

students and saw first-hand the skills they are developing in catering and
hospitality.

It was a pleasure to showcase the talents of students on our technical courses,
from preparing and serving food to working as a team and delivering excellent

customer service. We are incredibly proud of the hard work, confidence and
professionalism they demonstrated throughout the visit.

Thank you to the DfE representatives for taking the time to meet our students
and learn more about how our technical pathways support their ambitions and

prepare them for future careers.
 



Sixth FormSixth FormSixth Form
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

October 2026
Friday 23  October 2026: INSET Dayrd

November 2026
Monday 2  November 2026: INSET Daynd

Tuesday  3   November 2026 (AM): English Language Paper 1rd

Wednesday 4   November 2026 (AM): Maths Paper 1 (Non-Calculator)th

Thursday 5   November 2026 (AM): English Language Paper 2th

Friday 6   November 2026 (AM): Maths Paper 2 (Calculator)th

Monday 9   November 2026 (AM): Maths Paper 3 (Calculator) / Mock Weekth

Tuesday 24  November 2026: Sixth Form Tripth

December 2026
Friday 4  December 2026: INSET Dayth

Friday 11  December 2026: UCAS Personal Statement Deadlineth

January 2027
Wednesday 6  January 2027 (AM): Unit 4 - Research in HSC Exam (Year 13)th

Friday 8  January 2027 (AM): Unit 3 - A&P in Sport (Year 13) th

Friday 8  January 2027 (PM): Unit 1 - Human Lifespan Development Exam
(Year 12)

th

Monday 11  January 2027 (AM): Unit 2 - Working in HSC Exam (Year 13)  /  Unit
22 - Investigating Business in Sport (Year 13)

th

Wednesday 13  January 2027: UCAS Deadline (6pm)th

Thursday 14  January 2027 (AM): Unit 3 - A&P for HSC (Year 12)  /  Unit 19 -
Development and Provision of Sport (Year 13) 

th

Mrs FinnemoreMrs FinnemoreMrs Finnemore

Upcoming 
Events



BistroBistroBistroFifth on FourthFifth on FourthFifth on Fourth
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