
8 May- GCSE Exams start
18 May- Year 7 York Camp trip
25 May- 29  May- Half term holidayth

8 June- CF Awareness week
15 June- Year 11 Leavers assembly
3 July- Year 11 Prom
17 July- Last day of term
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As we begin the examination season, we hold our Year 11 students particularly close in our thoughts
and prayers. These coming weeks represent the culmination of five years of hard work,
perseverance and personal growth. Each lesson attended, revision session completed and challenge
overcome has helped prepare them for this important moment in their journey.
Examinations can understandably bring pressure and uncertainty, but they are also an opportunity for our
students to demonstrate the resilience, determination and character they have developed throughout their
time with us. We are immensely proud of the maturity and commitment our Year 11 cohort has shown
already, and we encourage them to approach each day with confidence and courage.
At this time of year, as the brighter weather begins to emerge and the days grow longer, we are
reminded of the hope and renewal that comes with perseverance. There is a wonderful
encouragement in the words of Galatians 6:9:
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up.”
This passage feels especially fitting for our students as they now begin to see the rewards of their
dedication and effort. Success is built steadily over time, often through determination shown on
ordinary days, and these examinations are part of that harvest.
We thank our families and staff for the unwavering support they continue to provide our students
during this important period. Together, we pray for calm minds, strength and wisdom for all of our
Year 11 pupils in the weeks ahead.



Spotlight on
The Attendance Team

Mr Worthington
Assistant Principal & Attendance Champion

Mrs Beswick-Pepper
 Attendance & Welfare Officer

Mrs Thorne
Home School Link Worker

Year 7
A Great Team Effort!

94.1%

Year 8
A Great Team Effort!

95%

Year 9
Come on we can improve!

90%

Year 10
We need to improve!

87.8%

Year 11
Come on we can improve!

88.2%

AttendanceAttendanceAttendance
Mrs Beswick-PepperMrs Beswick-PepperMrs Beswick-Pepper
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Mrs. HoldcroftMrs. HoldcroftMrs. Holdcroft

Supporting Families: Child Criminal Exploitation Awareness

As a school, we work closely with a range of support services, including the police and organisations such as
Action for Children, to help safeguard and support our students and families.

This month, Action for Children has secured National Lottery funding to provide targeted support around child
criminal exploitation. This will help strengthen the advice, guidance, and practical support available to young

people and families who may be affected.
Signs of Possible Child Criminal Exploitation

We encourage all parents and carers to stay alert to changes in their child’s behaviour and to contact the school if
they have any concerns. Possible indicators may include:

Sudden changes in friendship groups or new associations that raise concern.
Noticeable shifts in behaviour, such as becoming more withdrawn, secretive, or unusually aggressive, or

instances of going missing.
Difficulties in school, including frequent absences, truancy, or increased disciplinary issues.

Possession of unexplained money, gifts, or new belongings.
Unexplained injuries.

Being collected by, or travelling with, unfamiliar adults, particularly in vehicles you do not recognise.
Support for Parents and Carers

For further advice and guidance, parents and carers may find support through Action for Children’s Parent Talk
service:

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/?s=exploitation
If you have any concerns or would like to discuss anything further, please contact the school’s safeguarding team.

We are here to support you and your child.

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/?s=exploitation
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Hello, my name is Miss K Cooper, and I am proud to be a Teaching Assistant at King's C of E Academy.
I have worked in education for 8 years, beginning my journey completing my training in a local

primary school, where I remained for four years. I then joined King's C of E Academy, where I have
continued supporting children for the past four years.

During my time in school, my role has developed to include supporting pupils not only academically
but also socially and emotionally. I am passionate about being a safe, trusted adult that children
feel comfortable approaching if they are worried, confused, or simply need someone to talk to.
I support children using the Thrive Approach, a nurturing approach that focuses on children’s

emotional wellbeing and development. Thrive helps us understand that behaviour is often a form of
communication and ensures children receive the right support.

understand and manage their emotions
build confidence and resilience
develop positive relationships

feel safe, valued, and ready to learn
My role involves working with children both inside and outside the classroom, offering:

one-to-one emotional support
small group Thrive sessions

opportunities for children to talk, reflect, and regulate their feelings
a calm and supportive space within school

I feel very privileged to work closely with our children and to support their wellbeing alongside their
learning. I look forward to continuing to work with families to help every child feel happy,

supported, and able to thrive.
Miss K Cooper

Teaching Assistant & Thrive Practitioner
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As a school community, we are approaching the important Christian celebration of
Ascension Day, which this year falls on Thursday 14th May. Throughout the week,

students and staff will take time to pause, reflect and consider the meaning of this
significant event within the Christian calendar.

Ascension Day marks the moment when Christians believe Jesus returned to Heaven,
forty days after His resurrection at Easter. It is a time of hope, promise and reflection,
reminding Christians of themes such as faith, purpose, courage and service to others.

At The King’s, Christian Distinctiveness is woven through school life and encourages all
members of our community to reflect on values, character and the importance of

treating others with dignity and kindness, regardless of background or belief.

As we move towards Ascension Day, we encourage students to take a moment to
reflect on:

What gives them hope
How they can support others

The difference they want to make within our community

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” – Joshua 1:9

“I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

  Matthew 28:20



EnrichmentEnrichmentEnrichment
Whole SchoolWhole SchoolWhole School

The Year 7 boys football team have made an excellent start to their Newcastle
District fixtures over the last couple of weeks, showing fantastic commitment,

teamwork and determination. 
A special congratulations goes to the team for their excellent 1-0 victory against

Chesterton last week, with Rhys S scoring the winning goal. It was a brilliant
team performance, with every player contributing through hard work, effort and

resilience from start to finish. We look forward to following their continued
success throughout the rest of the season!

Year 7 Boys Football
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Upcoming Exams..
How to support your children during the upcoming exam period

· Create a calm, structured environment 
· Focus on effort not just results

· Keep communication open (but low pressure)
· Encourage breaks and balance
· Watch for signs of burn out



EnglishEnglishEnglish
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Students have continued preparing for their upcoming exams through focused revision
lessons and retrieval activities in class. To support your child’s learning at home, we

encourage students to regularly practise key poetry quotations, character themes and
important vocabulary, alongside revisiting their class notes and revision materials.

Small amounts of regular revision can make a significant difference in building
confidence ahead of exams. We would also encourage students to continue reading

regularly and practising extended written responses where possible.
We would like to thank parents and carers for their continued support during this

important period.

‘marks of weakness,​
marks of woe’ ‘A heart - how shall I

say? -

 too soon made glad’

‘carving out 
me own identity’

‘his bloody life in my 
bloody hands’



Mrs WilsonMrs WilsonMrs Wilson

9

Mrs WilsonMrs WilsonMrs Wilson

ScienceScienceScience
Year 9 Zoo Chester Zoo

Trip!
Ths week saw the year 9's go on a

trip to Chester zoo! As well as
enrichment the year group got to

see how their ecology topic
related to real life! They were able

to see how species became
adapted to their habitats, how
humans have impacked on the

envronment and wildlife and how
Chester Zoo run their

conservation projects. 

A lot of fun was had by all involved
and there was even opportunities

to see lots  of careers ideas!



Enterprise & MarketingEnterprise & MarketingEnterprise & Marketing
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Year 9 students who have opted for Enterprise & Marketing took part
in the Young Enterprise challenge via Ignite. A variety of activities were
involved such as teamwork challenge, a personality quiz and then a range

of business-based challenges including a budget for their business,
marketing designs, pricing and target market. The day was finished with a

Dragon Den style presentation from each team. 



MathsMathsMaths
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Our Maths department has been working incredibly hard with our Year 11
students in preparation for their upcoming exams. Staff have been focusing on
finalising exam techniques, building students’ confidence and ensuring a secure

understanding of key mathematical concepts across all topics.

Students have shown great commitment during revision sessions, intervention
lessons and in class, working hard to develop their problem-solving skills and apply
their knowledge effectively under exam conditions. We are extremely proud of

the determination and resilience they have shown throughout this important
period and wish all students the very best of luck in their exams.



MathsMathsMaths
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Junior Maths Challenge 2026

The Results are in! We had 72 fantastic students in Year 7 and Year 8
who took part - we were so proud of their attitude and behaviour
throughout the challenge. All students have received a certificate

recognising their participation and effort in this prestigious challenge.

27 students were awarded a bronze, silver or gold certificate and
should be hugely proud of their achievements - please join us in

celebrating with those named below.

Gold: Daniel, Zac and Lewis
Silver: Jude, Polina, Riley, Dylan, Matilda, Brendon, Ryleigh, Kalina and

Dominika
Bronze: Savannah, Amelia, Phoebe, Keigan, Alice, Sebastian, Millie,

Matthew, Lacie-Mae, Jonah, Maisie, Oliver, Amy, Noah, Olivia

Three of our students have progressed to further competitions:

Zac and Lewis will be taking part in the Junior Maths Kangaroo.
Daniel will be taking part in the Junior Maths Olympiad.

These will both take place on Tuesday June 9th.



Performing ArtsPerforming ArtsPerforming Arts
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Why is Drama important?
A lot of the time, students find performing in front of others really scary

and it makes them build a barrier where they think “I can’t do it”. 
Not everybody likes standing up in front of others. As teachers, we also

find it difficult sometimes.
Below are some reasons why we study Drama and some tips and tricks to

help you prepare for your Drama lesson.  

Miss Richardson’s Guide to feeling comfortable in Drama: 
Treat every lesson like a fresh start. If you are uncertain about
what we will be doing, then make sure to come and ask me during
the week and I can prepare you for the lesson.
Speak to your friends in the class about it. I will always let you
work with someone you feel comfortable with. It might be
worth working with someone who is not feeling worried about
the lesson. 
If you are really struggling that lesson, either ask for the class
to turn around whilst performing, or speak to me about it. I
can’t help if I don’t know 



A huge congratulations to all of the students who represented
the school at the Senior District Athletics Competition at

Northwood Stadium on 24th April. Students from Years 9, 10 and
11 competed brilliantly throughout the day, showing outstanding

determination, resilience and teamwork against strong
competition from schools across the district.

We are extremely proud of the successes achieved:
🥇 Max B (Year 11) – Gold Medal in Discus

🥈 James S (Year 11) – Silver Medal in Shot Put
🥈 Nnenna A (Year 11) – Silver Medal in Shot Put
🥈 Ava S (Year 9) – Silver Medal in the 100m
🥉 Ella S (Year 9) – Bronze Medal in the 1500m

🥉 Year 10 Boys – Bronze Medal in the 4 x 100m Relay
🏅 Amelia S (Year 9) – First Place in her 300m Time Trial

Alongside these fantastic performances, students were a real
credit to the school throughout the event. Their behaviour,
attitude and engagement were exceptional, with students

supporting one another, encouraging teammates and
demonstrating excellent sportsmanship from start to finish.

competitions!

Wellbeing HubWellbeing HubWellbeing Hub
Miss KaminskasMiss KaminskasMiss Kaminskas

Northwood Athletics Success
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Miss SharrockMiss SharrockMiss Sharrock



RSHERSHERSHE
Mrs NichollsMrs NichollsMrs Nicholls

Today, we take a moment to pause and reflect on VE Day, a defining moment in history
that marked the end of war in Europe and the beginning of hope, peace and rebuilding

for future generations.

We remember with gratitude the courage, sacrifice and resilience of all those who
served, and all those whose lives were affected by war. Their legacy continues to shape

the values we hold today: unity, compassion and community.

As we look to the future, we do so with appreciation for the freedoms we enjoy and a
shared responsibility to build a kinder, more peaceful world for generations to come.

Lest we forget



Students across the Food Technology department have continued developing
their practical cooking skills and food knowledge through a range of exciting

dishes this term.
Year 7 students have been exploring healthy breakfast options by making

flapjacks and learning about nutritious snack choices.
In Year 8, students are focusing on how fruit can be incorporated into desserts

and are developing their skills through making apple crumble.
Year 9 students are learning about raising agents and how they are used in
cooking and baking. As part of this topic, they are making pizzas, including

creating their own pizza bases from scratch.
Meanwhile, Year 10 students are exploring what makes a complete dish while

developing more advanced culinary techniques through creating individual sticky
toffee puddings served with caramel sauce and homemade custard.

Design and TechnologyDesign and TechnologyDesign and Technology
Mrs BoultonMrs BoultonMrs Boulton



Creative ArtsCreative ArtsCreative Arts
Miss PattinsonMiss PattinsonMiss Pattinson

Well done to 9-Gold who have successfully completed a hyper realistic acrylic
painting of a food item in the style of Dutch artist Tjalf Sparnaay. Some students

have found a new confidence with this medium and were all able to mix colours
successfully using blending and layering to apply the paint to their best ability. 

Jess and Amelia can be pictured proudly showing their work. On the next page are
more examples - can you guess which section is a painting not a photograph?
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On Thursday and Friday last week, our Year GCSE Art 11 students
completed their 10 hour exam. They have all worked so hard over the last

few weeks preparing for this and the work produced was outstanding.
Miss Pattinson is very proud of you all and wishes everyone the best of

luck in all future exams too!



Earlier this week, a number of our students had the fantastic opportunity to attend a
work experience event at JCB. Throughout the day, students took part in a range of
engaging activities including problem solving and critical thinking challenges, robot

building and a tour of the facilities.
Staff at JCB commented on how incredibly well behaved, respectful and engaged our

students were throughout the visit. Their attitude, maturity and enthusiasm were
outstanding, and they were a real credit to the school.

The experience provided students with valuable insight into the world of work, helping
them to develop key employability skills and gain a greater understanding of future

career pathways. Opportunities such as this are invaluable in supporting students to make
meaningful links between education and life beyond school.

We are incredibly proud of all students who attended and would like to thank JCB for
providing such an informative and inspiring experience.

CareersCareersCareers
Mrs WrightMrs WrightMrs Wright



Another fantastic week of attendance, uniform,
equipment and behaviour

Attendance so far this year now sits at 94.1% (we are
slowly catching Year 8 up!)

Remember your Super Six equipment - pen, green pen,
pencil, ruler, calculator and reading book!

Year 7Year 7Year 7
Mrs GoldstrawMrs GoldstrawMrs Goldstraw

Student shout out!

Jack G completed the Killer Mile
last night with his brother and

friend. Together they have raised
over £300 for Douglas Macmillan!

Well done Jack and co! 



We are incredibly proud to celebrate the achievements of our
students both in and out of school this half term.

A huge congratulations to Megan B and her dance team for
winning a bronze award at their recent dance competition. This

is an amazing achievement and a reflection of Megan’s
dedication, hard work and commitment. Well done, Megan!

We would also like to give a special shout out to Rory P and Riley
H, who have truly embodied our school value of care through

their support of elderly members of the community at the local
library. Their kindness, compassion and willingness to help
others make them excellent role models for our school

community.
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended our recent
English Watch Me Learn sessions. It was fantastic to see so

many families engaging with students’ learning and supporting
their progress.

Earlier this week, some of our Year 8 students had the
fantastic opportunity to attend another work experience visit

to JCB. Students took part in a range of engaging activities
and gained valuable insight into future careers and the world of

work. A huge thank you to Mrs Harnett for continually going
above and beyond to organise such valuable and inspiring

opportunities for our students.
Finally, a reminder to all Year 8 students to keep striving

towards 95% attendance and above. Excellent attendance is
vital for success, and we would love to see as many Year 8

students as possible attending the next rewards event!

MissMiss    StanyerStanyerMiss  Stanyer

Year 8Year 8Year 8



Mrs KellyMrs KellyMrs Kelly

Year 9Year 9Year 9
Proud Head of Year 

Year 9s have been on  a few exciting enrichment activities over the
past few weeks. On every single trip members of the public have

commented about the behaviour and conduct of the pupils. It fills me
with great pride that we are able to enjoy these activities

confidently knowling that pupils are recognised by the local public
and employers.  

Fab 5 and finer details 
Equipment is crutial for school, students move from class to class and need to make

sure they are prepared for all lessons. As a school we have been supporting with
replacing some of these broken or forgotten items. The big item pupils are not

comign to school with is a calculator. this is used n more than maths so needs to be
with them everyday. Also  a bag is needed in school. Can I ask over the weekend you

check the equipment and that your child has a bag. 

Attendance 
Being in school really matters . Research suggestes that

pupils with a higher attendance gain greater GCSE
outcomes. As we move into year 10 we need to make sure
that we are in school. If there are any barriers to this we

are happy to support. 



Year 10Year 10Year 10
Miss StevensMiss StevensMiss Stevens

Year 10 attendance continues to decline significantly and must now become a
key area for improvement across the year group. Regular attendance is vital in
ensuring students do not miss important learning opportunities, particularly as

they begin preparing for their GCSE courses and future examinations.
Every lesson matters, and gaps in attendance can quickly impact progress,

confidence and achievement. Good attendance also supports students’
wellbeing, routines, friendships and preparation for life beyond school.

We ask for the continued support of parents and carers in ensuring students
attend school every day, arrive on time and are ready to learn. By working

together, we can help ensure all students are given the very best opportunity
to succeed.



Year 11Year 11Year 11
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A Message from Mr Barber:

As your time here at King’s approaches its end and your exams
draw near, take a moment to reflect on how far you have come as

a year group. Think about the memories you’ve made, the
friendships you’ve built, and the growth you’ve shown along the

way.

You are part of a year group that is driven, committed, and has
truly learned to care for one another. Aspire to be the very best

you can be, and carry that strength forward into this next
chapter.

I am incredibly proud of you all. As we move into what will can
sometimes be a stressful time for you all with examinations,

remember that I am here to support you every step of the way. I
have every confidence that each and every one of you can

accomplish great things.



Year 11Year 11Year 11
Mr BarberMr BarberMr Barber
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A reminder that payment for prom is now due as soon as possible and
can be made via Arbor.

We are really looking forward to celebrating with such an incredible
year group after four years of growth, learning, and unforgettable

memories. It promises to be a special evening to recognise
everything you have achieved together.

Please ensure your payment is completed on Arbor at your earliest
convenience to secure your place.

Mr BarberMr BarberMr Barber



Applications are still open for places in Sixth Form commencing
study in September 2026 in:

Hospitality and Catering
T Level Engineering

Health and Social Care
Sport

If you need further help or guidance, please speak to 
Mrs. Finnemore or 

Mrs. Harnett, or visit our website:
www.thekingscofeacademy.org

Sixth FormSixth FormSixth Form
Mrs FinnemoreMrs FinnemoreMrs Finnemore

http://www.thekingscofeacademy.org/


Sixth FormSixth FormSixth Form
Mrs FinnemoreMrs FinnemoreMrs Finnemore

We recently welcomed Jill Salt from University of Staffordshire, who
delivered an engaging and informative lecture on anatomy and

physiology to our Sport and Health & Social Care students.
The session supported students with key knowledge and understanding
linked to their upcoming exams, helping to reinforce classroom learning

and build confidence ahead of assessments. Students also had the
opportunity to explore university courses and future pathways, gaining
valuable insight into opportunities available beyond school and college.
We would like to thank Jill for such an inspiring and informative visit.



The Fifth on FourthThe Fifth on FourthThe Fifth on Fourth
Miss CollinsMiss CollinsMiss Collins

Our menu for
week

commencing
11/5 is now

available.

Our on-site
Bistro is proudly

run by Sixth
Form students

studying
Hospitality &

Catering, serving
great food while

building real
industry skills.

To book a table
or if you have
any queries,

please call the
Bistro on 

01782
794064.
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