
 
16  October- Y11 Shrewsbury trip.th

22  October- Y11 Macbeth trip to Stratford. nd

23  October- Y8 Trade Day and Y7 Form tutor check-in evening.rd

24  October- Y9 Reports sent home. th

27 - 31  October- Half Term (School closed).th st

6th November- Y11 Progress Evening.
7  November- Year 8 and Y12 reports sent home.th

11  November- Y12 & Y13 Progress Evening.th

19th November- Y10 Keep the Cash event.
20  November- Y9 Keep the Cash event. th

27  November- Awards Evening. th
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We are now six weeks into the longest half term of the year. The nights are drawing in and the
coughs and colds have started, however despite these factors, I am incredibly proud of how much
is going on in school. 

The Year 7 students are now very well settled and have thrown themselves into life at The King’s
fully. It has been incredible to see them grow in confidence and I’m looking forward to seeing how
they continue to embrace their Secondary school life.

Throughout this newsletter you will find information about support available to students. We
always approach issues in school from a lens of support, whether that be attendance, uniform or
behaviour and ask that parents contact us at school to work together to overcome barriers. We
will always help where we can.

Could I please remind parents not to contact students on their mobile phones during the school
day. Mobile phones should not be seen or used in school. All communication should go via the
school office where we will then get messages to students. 

As we approach the end of this half term, there is still lots to look forward to. Take a look at the
key dates below to see what else is in store for our students.



A message from...A message from...

Our ChaplainOur Chaplain
There’s a story about Jesus walking on the Road to Emmaus alongside
his friends who are grieving (Luke 24:13-35). As a chaplain, I view my role
as reflecting this part of Jesus’ work by ‘journeying’ alongside people
whatever they’re going through.

 “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus”(Romans 15:5).

The Church of England says that chaplains ”offer pastoral, spiritual and
religious care to people of all beliefs, spiritualities and cultures.
Chaplains seek to be both distinctive in their beliefs and practice and
inclusive of everyone”.

I spend time in the chaplaincy office because...

It helps me be happy
and joyful for my next

lesson.

It helps me with my
friends, play games

and do CU on
Thursdays.

I can talk to friends
and communicate but

also have fun and
laugh.

I want to learn more
about God and how I can

speak the good news.

To learn about the
Bible and God.

I don’t have a specific
reason but I came across
CU as a new Christian and

decided to come in.

I come to Christian Union because...

Our students have said:



Spotlight on
The Attendance Team

Mr Worthington
Assistant Principal & Attendance Champion

Mrs Beswick-Pepper
 Attendance & Welfare Officer

Mrs Thorne
Home School Link Worker

AttendanceAttendance
Mrs Beswick-PepperMrs Beswick-Pepper

Year to date attendance
Y7- 96.4%
Y8- 94.8%
Y9- 92.9%
Y10- 91.8%
Y11- 88.2% Please note: It is not possible to delete an absence once it has

been approved . If you need to make any changes after this has
happened, please contact the Attendance Team

To avoid your child being given an unauthorised absence register
mark, it is vitally important that you contact the Academy on

the first day of their absence, before 8.30am, and then on each
subsequent day that your child is absent from the academy.

Scan the QR code to download the
Arbor Parent App, and use your

email address to log in



BehaviourBehaviour
Mr WorthingtonMr Worthington

As we near the end of this first half term, it is incredible that

5‌0‌2‌ ‌s‌t‌u‌d‌e‌n‌t‌s‌Have zero
negative points!‌

It is a reminder of how brilliant our students are at living out our values of
ASPIRE, BELONG and CARE on a daily basis, making The King’s such a special
place to work and learn. 



CurriculumCurriculum
Mrs BoonMrs Boon

Our Animal Care students have taken their first
exciting step into zoo-based learning with a trip to
Holmes Chapel Zoo. After weeks of classroom
preparation on animal welfare and handling, the
group were able to put their knowledge into
practice with a range of fascinating creatures.
The focus of the day was reptiles and invertebrates.
Students worked their way up from handling small
snakes to supporting a 5kg boa constrictor, which
quickly became a group favourite. They also
practised using snake hooks and learned safe
techniques for picking up bearded dragons, blue-
tongued skinks, and red-footed tortoises. Hissing
cockroaches and prickly stick insects offered
another challenge, helping students build
confidence in handling smaller invertebrates.

Alongside these practical sessions, the
group enjoyed a quick tour of the zoo where
the kookaburra, a baby skunk, and the free-
roaming Soay sheep and alpacas all proved
popular. Staff guided students with expert
advice, explaining not just how to handle
each animal safely but why these techniques
are so important. Every student had the
chance to participate, developing both skills
and respect for the animals in their care.
It was a memorable and hands-on
introduction to their zoo placements, and
with their next session focusing on birds and
falconry, the students are already eager for
the chance to handle an owl.



SafeguardingSafeguarding
In this week’s safeguarding

newsletter, we are focusing on
support and guidance for children,

parents, and carers. If you feel your
child is struggling, please don’t

hesitate to contact their Head of Year
or a member of our safeguarding

team — we’ll be more than happy to
help.

Mrs. HoldcroftMrs. Holdcroft

Your mind matters​
Taking care of your mental health is
just as important as looking after

your body. ​
​

Did you know? There are free apps
with quick, easy tools to help you de-
stress, make sense of your feelings,

and boost your mood while you
adjust to new challenges.​

Check out some useful apps to
support, at:​

https://staffordshire.orchahealth.co
m/en-GB/yp-mental-health

It’s not always easy to know
what your child is seeing or doing

online. You might worry about
your child joining in with

dangerous challenges or extreme
trends you’ve seen in the news.
Check out parent talk support

from action for child, for advice
and guidance:

https://parents.actionforchildre
n.org.uk/
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Harvest Collection 2025 — Joyful giving, local impact

As a Church of England school, our Christian distinctiveness is lived out through
gratitude and generosity. Until Friday 20th October, we will be running a

Harvest Collection for the Local Foodbank, supporting families across the area.

How to take part
Bring in-date, unopened items to collect as a form group
Most-needed: long-life milk; tinned veg, fruit and fish; soup; pasta/rice;
cereal; toiletries; period products; nappies (sizes 4–6).
No fresh food or alcohol, please.

Christian DistinctivenessChristian Distinctiveness
Mrs KeayMrs Keay

Everyone can contribute Giving is voluntary. 
Students who can’t bring items are warmly invited to help: sorting donations,

creating posters, tracking our total, or writing thank-you notes to partner
charities.

Why Harvest?
Christians celebrate God’s provision and share so that all have enough: “You will be

enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion” (2
Corinthians 9:11). Whether or not you have a faith, your support makes a real

difference.



EnrichmentEnrichment
Whole SchoolWhole School

Enrichment clubs off to a fantastic start!
Our extra-curricular clubs are now in full swing, and it’s been brilliant to see so many students getting

involved! The full timetable can be found on our school website and social media pages, and we encourage
parents and students to speak to the relevant club leaders for more information about what’s on offer.

We’re passionate about helping students develop their interests, passions, and life skills beyond the
classroom — and it’s been wonderful to see such enthusiasm already.

Enrichment Club Shout Out!  - Year 7 and 8 Boys Football Club
A special shout out goes to our Year 7 and 8 boys’ football clubs, which saw an incredible 40–50 students

turning up during the very first week! Due to the fantastic turnout, we now have separate sessions —
Year 8 on Friday Week A after school and Year 7 on Friday Week B after school. There’s still plenty of space

for more students to get involved, so come along, have fun, and be part of something special!



Home-School LinksHome-School Links
Mrs ThorneMrs Thorne

Everyone’s Different 
Everyone is different and every night’s

sleep is different. For adults usually 7 to
10 hours sleep is regarded as acceptable.

For school aged children anything
between 7 and 12 hours sleep is fine, for

teens between 7 and 11 hours. If you don’t
feel sleepy during the day then you're
probably getting the right amount of

sleep.
Don’t compare your sleep needs to those

of your friends. One size doesn’t fit all!
Having a plan that works for you is more
important than having one plan fits all

approach.



Pioneers Maths Enrichment Club

Pioneers is our Maths Enrichment Club for Years 7 to 9,
where students explore the fun, creative side of

mathematics! We love playing games like Dobble and even
design our own versions. Rubik’s cubes of all shapes and
sizes are a regular feature at our sessions, keeping our

minds sharp and our hands busy.

At the start of this term, Pioneers created a series of code
breaking challenges for visiting Year 6 students. To crack

the codex, they had to measure angles, use all four
operations, apply shift ciphers, and complete tangram

puzzles to uncover the missing letters. It was a fantastic
mix of logic, teamwork, and creativity, showing just what

Maths is all about.

MathsMaths
Mrs TurnerMrs Turner



Statistics Course Launch for Year 8 and Year 9 Pupils
This academic year, pupils in Years 8 and 9 have embarked on our

inaugural Statistics course, running alongside their regular
Mathematics lessons. The course began with an exploration of the

different types of data that can be analysed, followed by an
introduction to random and nonrandom sampling, including their

respective advantages and disadvantages.

As the course progresses, pupils will work towards achieving a
GCSE in Statistics in addition to their GCSE in Mathematics. This

dual qualification will not only strengthen their analytical and
problem solving skills but also equip them to critically interpret

data and make informed decisions in real world contexts, essential
skills for thriving in today’s increasingly digital and data driven

world.

MathsMaths
Mrs TurnerMrs Turner
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KS4 Science Study Support Sessions

KS4 Drop-in -
come with a

question!

Monday
Lunchtimes 3.11

KS4 Higher tier
Masterclass

Monday After
school (3.15-4) 3.11

KS4 Foundation
tier Masterclass

Thursday Lunchtime 3.8

ScienceScience
Mrs WilsonMrs Wilson

KS3 Science Club
It was the first meeting of the
new science club this week and

boy did we start off with a bang!
We looked at flame tests and how
different metal ions react with

heat. For example Lithium turns a
flame red, or potassium makes it

go purple! 

WED LUNCH‌
WED LUNCH‌

WEEK A‌
WEEK A‌

Whats been happening?
The Royal Institute of Science
came into school to
demonstrate several
experiments showcasing
different types of energy and
how we can ‘fuel the future! 

What learning has been taking 
place this week?

Yr7 have been learning about
particle theory and exploring
solids, liquids and gases!
Yr8 are experimenting with
neutralisation reactions and
Yr9 are finding out about
evolution and Charles Darwin.
KS4 classes are now well into
their new topics, be it Cell
biology, Energy or Atoms and
the Periodic table.



The code club is now in full swing and the energy on a Wednesday after
school is at it’s highest. It is amazing to see students from different year
groups attending our code club and supporting each other. A big shout out
goes to Mrs Kirk and Mr Gosling in supporting to lead the club. Students
have been working on their Scratch and Python skills and working through
a range of projects. 

Come along and join the fantastic code club on a Wednesday after school in
room 3.14!

Computer ScienceComputer Science
Mr AslamMr Aslam

Code Club



Performing ArtsPerforming Arts
Miss RichardsonMiss Richardson

The Musical Drama group have been
looking at lots of musicals and

exploring which ones they would
like to do for the school show

which is performed in the summer.
This is open to all students from

Year 7 - Year 11.
Stay tuned for news about this

years school show!!
We run from 3:05pm-4:05pm every

Thursday in the Drama Studio! 
We can’t wait to see you!



Wellbeing HubWellbeing Hub
Miss KaminskasMiss Kaminskas

Year 9 Sports Leaders - Teamwork and Oracy in Action!
Our Year 9 students have been developing their teamwork and communication skills during their

Sports Leadership lessons this term. They were recently set a group challenge that really put
these skills to the test — using only pieces of string attached to an elastic band, teams had to

work together to carefully move cups one at a time to build a cup pyramid!
The activity not only strengthened their teamwork, resilience, and focus but also developed oracy,
a whole-school focus this year. Students had to communicate clearly, listen actively, and problem-

solve together to achieve success. The images capture their determination, concentration, and
collaboration perfectly — an inspiring example of leadership and learning in action!

Year 10 & 11 Masterclasses!
On Wednesday The Wellbeing Hub hosted the first

Masterclass of the year, providing opportunities for
Year 10 to develop their coursework and for Year 11 to

revise for their upcoming external examination in
January. Can’t wait to see more faces in 1.6 next

Wednesday for the second session! 
Remember... “if you put in the work, the results will

come." – Michael Jordan



In form time, Year 7 and
8 have been learning

about emotional
literacy which is the

ability to understand,
express, and manage
emotions effectively,
both in oneself and in

others.

RSHERSHE
Miss NichollsMiss Nicholls

Form Time Floor Book Spotlight

Mrs Cross and Cana 8 

They have create an excellent page on looking
at motivation, students have learnt tips on

how to keep motivated to help with their
studies and goals in life.

This work was designed by Kenzie, Noah, Jack,
Lexie, Scarlett, Esme, Tasha, Matilda, Olivia

and Oliver

What Life skills are we learning?

Year 7 - Understanding friendships

Year 8 - Regulating our emotions

Year 9 - Fostering and adoption

Year 10 - Budgeting and saving

Year 11 - Post 16 applications 



HumanitiesHumanities
Miss SharrockMiss Sharrock

This week, our GCSE Geography students
have been making the most of our custom
ChatBots to reflect on and improve their

work. After planning and writing their own
responses, students used the bespoke
ChatBot, created by Miss Sharrock, to

question, critique, and refine their answers.
AI is proving to be a fantastic tool to

support independent learning, helping
students identify strengths and areas for

development in real time.

Year 11 History – Quarry Bank
Mill Visit

On Friday, our Year 11 students enjoyed
a site visit to Quarry Bank Mill. They
learned about the living and working

conditions at the mill, the experiences
of children who worked there, and the

changing technologies of the Industrial
Revolution.

The visit was excellent preparation for
their upcoming exams, and students
represented our academy brilliantly

throughout the day.



Creative ArtsCreative Arts
Miss PattinsonMiss Pattinson

A huge shoutout to Tilly who is working hard on her A level Art coursework. Her
confidence to work on a variety of sizes and experiment with mixed media has really

impressed her teachers. We can’t wait to see her work develop further in time for
submission in January.

The Music Department was
full of students

showcasing their talents
at Open Evening. Well done

to all who helped out!



CareersCareers
Mrs WrightMrs Wright

This week we have  welcomed Faye Gennard from Rennard Consulting Ltd
into the academy who delivered a wonderful assembly to year 7 about her

work as a  Civil Engineer specialising in Sustainable Drainage Systems.
Her talk ranged through farting cows, the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE),
and onto apprenticeships and university routes into working as a flood risk

and drainage engineer.

Want to know more about civil engineering, why
not take a look at the  ICE website 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/institution-of-civil-engineers/


Special shout out to Alice A!

Alice competed in her very first taekwondo
tournament at the North Midlands

tournament in Nottingham and she placed
bronze in her solo and team sparring event -

well done!

Year 7Year 7
Mrs GoldstrawMrs Goldstraw

Year 7 are still maintaining a positive attitude
towards behaviour, following expectations and

caring about our school community and environment

We know that there can be so many new systems
with transitioning to secondary school, therefore,

we have created an email account for Arbor support
if you or your child are having any issues logging on

arborhelp@thekingscofeacademy.org 



Year 8Year 8
This week, Year 8 had the exciting opportunity to take part in a

football tournament hosted by Port Vale. By all accounts, it
was a fantastic experience for everyone involved, with

brilliant teamwork, sportsmanship, and enthusiasm on display
throughout.

In addition, Mr Aslam’s form, Jericho 8, have for the second
week running secured the Top Form spot in the school — a

huge well done to them!  It’s also wonderful to see so many
Year 8 students appearing in the Top 20 and enjoying their

well-deserved Freddo Friday reward!

I am so proud of how smartly Year 8 students are presenting
themselves in their uniforms; showing real pride in being part

of our school community. 

Year 8 continue to impress me with their consistent effort,
determination, and positive attitude — keep up the fantastic

work, everyone! 

Miss  StanyerMiss  Stanyer



Year 9Year 9
Mrs KellyMrs Kelly

Attendance has gone up slightly this week compared to the previous
week.  lets continue this trend 

We have had an assembly on being kind and safe use of social media,
if any parents would like support with this please do not hesitate to
ask. Pupils have been informed of how social media can very quickly
spiral out of control if we dont think about why, where and who we

are posting too.

Student shout out 
Jacob B on an amazing win with his football team well done 

Key Messages
Uniform continues to look amazing in the year group and we are
getting shirts tucked in. Can I please ask that make up in
minimal and jewellery is removed before school. 

Inspirational quote  
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted”



Year 10Year 10
I have seen a real shift in attitude this week with year 10. During their worship
slot this week, I posed the questions, how do you want to be remembered and

what do you want to achieve from school? I have seen a real buzz in the
students working harder in lessons and receiving praise postcards. It has

been a pleasure to see them so engaged in their lessons. 

It would be great if you could continue asking these questions at home and
encourage students to continue to actively think about what they want in

their future and how they want to be remembered. We try to promote a caring
environment in this school and I would love to see students living by the moto

of treating others how they wish to be treated. Students have also taken
part in world mental health day wearing purple to celebrate this, the turn out

has been great to see!

Finally can I please remind all students to ensure they are bringing their
blazers to school and wearing these on the corridors along with full uniform.
A reminder that leggings are not to be worn in place of trousers or a skirt. 

If you need any support with uniform, please email
Uniform@thekingscofeacademy.org 

Miss StevensMiss Stevens



Year 11Year 11
Mr BarberMr Barber

One way we have been trying to support our Year 11 is talking
through potential pathways for after they finish Year 11.

 Please find a list of of dates and times for open evenings for
different colleges in the area. 

Pupils have also had an assembly about sixth form at the
Kings. Please discuss these options with your child. If you

need any support with Post-16 choices, please don’t hesitate
to talk to me. 



Sixth FormSixth Form
Mrs FinnemoreMrs Finnemore

Student Spotlight 
Chloe R is one of our Sixth Form Head Girls and a shining example of hard work,

dedication, and leadership. She consistently goes above and beyond, both in her studies
and through her volunteering, always setting high standards for herself and others.

We are especially proud to celebrate Chloe’s recent success in the national Grim Tales
writing competition, run by Young Writers. Her imaginative entry has been published in
the official anthology, which will also be archived in the British Library, an incredible

achievement that showcases her creativity and talent.
Well done, Chloe! 👏

This week, our Sixth Form tutors,
Miss Kaminskas and Miss Pattinson,

have been working closely with
students to support them in their
next steps. Whether it’s preparing

UCAS applications, refining
personal statements, or applying

for part-time jobs, our tutors have
been on hand to offer guidance and

encouragement.
We are proud of the effort our

students are putting into planning
their futures and grateful to our
dedicated staff for helping them

achieve their goals.
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