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16 – 19 Bursary Fund
2025/2026
The government provides a bursary fund to all Sixth Form providers to support students aged 16 to 19 years who are in fulltime education. The responsibility for allocating the bursary funds lie with the Sixth Form provider using guidelines provided by the Government.  At The King’s Sixth Form we can provide some support for the most needy however like all other institutions monies are limited and finite.
Guidance Notes 
The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund is designed to help and support any student who faces financial barriers to participation in education and training, such as costs of transport, food or equipment. 
To be eligible for the bursary students must: 
· Be aged 16 or over but under 19 at 31 August 2025 or
· Be aged 19 or over at 31 August 2025 and have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
· Be aged 19 or over at 31 August 2025 and continuing on a study programme they began aged 16-18 
There are two types of bursaries which are detailed below.
Eligibility 
1. Vulnerable Bursaries 
The 16-19 Bursary Fund Guide for 2025/2026 outlines four defined vulnerable groups. The eligible groups are students who:
· are in or have recently left local authority care
· get Income Support or Universal Credit because they financially supporting themselves
· get Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in their own name and either Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit
· get Personal Independence Payment (PIP) in their own name and either ESA or Universal Credit
Students falling into one or more of these groups are eligible for a vulnerable bursary of up to £1,200 for the year (pro-rated where appropriate). Please note there is not an automatic entitlement to this funding if you fall into one of the above groups so please show on your application how this funding will help your education. The amount you may get depends on the costs you have and what you need for your course. This might include money for books, equipment or travel costs to academy or college.
Discretionary Bursaries 
All 16 to 19 students may apply for a discretionary bursary. Bursaries are targeted at students who cannot stay in education without financial help for things like transport, meals, books and equipment.
Three bands of eligibility will be applied:
Band 1 – annual household income of £16,190 or less, or parents in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income Support, Universal Credit or an equivalent benefit. Students in this band will be prioritised for a bursary. Awards will reflect the student’s needs and can be used for academy meals, to contribute towards the costs of bus travel to academy, educational visits during the year, exam re-sit fees, costs of visiting university open days / interviews, books or other educational equipment costs. 
Band 2 – annual household income between £16,190 and £25,000. These students will also receive bursaries but at a smaller contribution to Band 1 students. 
Band 3 – annual household income between £25,000 and £32,000. We will consider offering students in this band a small contribution towards identified costs such as transport or planned educational trips.
Band 4 –  if unallocated bursary funds are available, the academy will consider requests for bursary support from any student, regardless of eligibility under the above bands, where that student has an exceptional and identified financial need. 
Proof of eligibility is required to support an application. This could include:
· Tax Credits forms 
· Family P60s
· 3 months’ worth of recent bank statements 
· Certified letter from the LA regarding Free Academy Meals eligibility
· Letter from DWP or Jobcentre Plus confirming benefits 
· Self-Employment Income evidence.  


Assessment of bursaries 
Applications for bursaries may be received throughout the academic year. We will retain some of the funding in the form of a contingency which will take account of applications received during the year. The level of support which the Academy can offer is dependent on the total funding received from the Education and Skills Funding Agency, the number of applications it receives and the level of funding may vary during the academic year depending on future applications.  
Payments of bursaries  
The academy will pay bursaries ‘in kind’ where possible, for example by providing academy meals, a travel pass, directly purchasing educational resources or waiving fees for course trips. This helps ensure that bursary awards genuinely meet students’ needs.  Where bursaries are not paid ‘in kind’, payments will be paid directly into the student’s bank account on a termly basis. 
Payment Conditions 
All bursary payments will be directly linked to attendance, behaviour and performance. The academy will review all future payments if students fall below the expected levels.  
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